Haemonchus contortus: Applications in Drug Discovery.
Haemonchus contortus is an important pathogen of small ruminants and is therefore a crucially important target for anthelmintic chemotherapy. Its large size and fecundity have been exploited for the development of in vitro screens for anthelmintic discovery that employ larval and adult stages in several formats. The ability of the parasite to develop to the young adult stage in Mongolian jirds (Meriones unguiculatus) provides a useful small animal model that can be used to screen compounds prior to their evaluation in infected sheep. This chapter summarizes the use of H. contortus for anthelmintic discovery, offers a perspective on current strategies in this area and suggests research challenges that could lead to improvements in the anthelmintic discovery process.